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THE CHAIRMAN: Thank you, Nalaine.

I would like to follow up on a couple
questions that Nalaine has asked.

One has to do with concerns we heard
certainly in the First Nations communities that we
visited about the spiritual ceremonial importance, the
fishery as a food source for First Nations. We also
heard concerns, and I think this was mentioned
yesterday, about the perception that if there was a
perception of contaminated fish within Prosperity
Lake, that they would actually not use that as a
source of food.

And I wonder, how do you incorporate those

factors in your decisions on whether to authorize a
Project such as this?
SILVERSTEIN: Well, certainly I can provide
you the typical fashion in which DFO would attempt to
do that. And recognizing that this certainly isn't a
typical Project.

So DFO, as I mentioned, and the Crown, 1is
required to consult with First Nations, and we would
attempt to include First Nations in Compensation
Planning to ensure that whatever Compensation Plan is
developed would also include their objectives.

In the existing situation, detailed
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discussions with the local First Nations around their
objectives have not yet occurred and therefore I
couldn't comment directly on how they have been
incorporated in this situation.

I will note, however, though, that
Compensation Planning is the responsibility of the
Proponent. DFO is there to provide advice and
guidance and ultimately approval. And so we view that
as a shared responsibility with the Proponent to
include First Nations objectives and views on the
Compensation Plan.

THE CHAIRMAN: Well, Jjust to pursue that
further, what if they are very clear that this is
unacceptable from their perspective, how would you
deal with that?

MR. SILVERSTEIN: I think that speaks,

Mr. Chairman, to the type of Review Process that we
have here, which is as public and as the role of the
Review Process that is possible, with as high a
decision level on the proposed Project as is possible.
And in part, when DFO made a recommendation to the
Minister of Environment that the Project be reviewed
by Review Panel, those considerations came into play.

THE CHATIRMAN: Okay, thank you. A few other

questions. I noticed in your, noted in your
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